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A Timeless Beach Home Is Created In A Contemporary Coastal Style With Soft Colors To
Reflect Hues Of Driftwood, Seagrass And The Gulf Of Mexico
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The den’s focal point is a striking blue-lacquered
wall backed by a white-lacquered floating
cabinet, all by Richlin International. “Our

inspiration reflects the water,” says Richlin’s
showroom manager Kelly Hall.
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In the contemporary living area, Scan Design’s lounge chairs covered in dark-olive leather are paired
with simple seagrass stools. A four painting series of colorful squares and a Holland & Sherry area
rug in a shimmering silk and wool blend recall coastal colors in tranquil shades of blue and sand.
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In the dining area, the piece Harbor Reflection by Tatyana Klevenskiy, offers an ode to the ocean, as
does the chandelier from Fine Art Lamps. “Its 15 quartz pendant drops remind me of the foamy white

spray of a crashing wave,” interior designer Shana Williamson says.
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A floating glass partition lines the stairway
landing, while oak treads float on one steel

stringer. The custom-designed, hand-
scraped oak plank flooring is free of knots
and flows throughout the home to create a

clean, contemporary look.
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In the kitchen, chrome-based barstools from Casa Italia line a glass-topped center island. The natural
wood texture fronting the island balances high-gloss white cabinetry. “It has a wavy, bubbly texture

that looks wet — like you poured the ocean over it,” Williamson says.
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Created with a blend of white cabinetry and natural hues, the airy open kitchen is filled with light from a
wall of windows. “The use of all white is often thought of as sterile, but we used touches of oak and glass

for a clean, coastal and modern feel,” Hall says.
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The elegant floating vanity in the master bath is faced with
waterproof leather in beige taupe and topped with a glass counter

that incorporates double sinks. Reflected in the mirror is a high-gloss
porcelain tile wall.
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In the daughter’s room, a Palecek rattan chair clad in blue chenille is shaped with whimscial arms in a
small circular pattern. The custom platform bed designed by Benson & Associates In rift-cut oak,

integrates cantilevered bedside tables.
This newly constructed beachfront vacation home in Fort Myers Beach is elegant, clean-
lined, and created with a palette in natural and blue tones that reflect ocean hues. “Our
clients, a couple from Flensburg, Germany, a northern town located on the Baltic Sea, value
quality and comfort in a home,” interior designer Karen Benson says. Along with her
colleague interior designer Shana Williamson, Benson set out to create a stylish home that
balances contemporary comfort with a barefoot lifestyle.

Located at the south end of Fort Myers Beach, this 4,000-square-foot, three-story property
overlooks the Gulf of Mexico. “We wanted to bring out all the outside colors – the water, sand
and the big blue sky,” Williamson says. “Everything is streamlined, functional and
comfortable.”

Shades of blue and gray dominate in the den. A leather ottoman from Mitchell Gold + Bob
Williams in dark gray rests atop a light-blue wool area rug, while driftwood stools lend an
organic feel. A blue watercolor panel divides the space from a quietly elegant living area with
stunning beachfront views. Here, a modular sofa clad in champagne linen with a soft sheen
and a cantilevered, dark burled wood cocktail table offer a contrast to the room’s lighter
tones.
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Clean modern lines continue in the dining area, where Natuzzi Italia chairs in sand-colored
leather surround a dining table topped with a natural slab of bleached driftwood. A custom
floating buffet in rift-cut white-oak complements the ensemble. “Its craftsmanship is beautiful
and seamless, and the touch is like velvet,” Williamson says. Open-weave sheers of natural
hemp netting laced with green and blue hues cover the doors and windows in the main living
spaces. “When they are closed, the beautiful sunsets cast shadows on the floor,” Benson
says.

A stairway created with oak treads and a wood railing with horizontal steel cables leads the
way to the kitchen, where pristine white cabinetry and a center island in natural wood blend
together to lend a coastal feel. A stunning glass counter tops the island. “We kept to the
beachy feel,” says Kelly Hall of Richlin International, who, along with the Richlin team,
designed the cabinetry. A floating vanity in the master bath is backed by a mirror framed with
porcelain tiles that resembles a grid of driftwood. “It’s a very ethereal seascape bath,”
Williamson says.

The serene coastal motif continues in the daughter’s room with a unique headboard styled in
a Phillip Jeffries watercolor grasscloth and framed in rift-cut oak. “The seascape looks just
like waves where the sky meets the ocean,” Benson says.

It’s all about the sea, albeit a warmer one, for this couple whose close collaboration with the
designers was both productive and fun. “Karen and Shana are wonderful designers who
made this home feel like our own,” the wife says. “We have beach views from almost every
place in our house and we just love sitting on the patio where we can enjoy gorgeous
sunsets.”

Story Credits:

Interior Design: Edward Gary Shanabarger, Edward Gary Design, Naples, FL

Photography: David Gittleman, Fort Myers, FL

Architecture: Rick McCormack, Indigo Architecture, Inc., Fort Myers, FL

Builder: Ron Cernohous, EnviroStruct, LLC, Bonita Springs, FL

Text: Christine Davis

Facebook Comments


